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Peninsula paws 
P d f c  ne w s l e t t e r  •  N ov e m b e r  2 0 21  
“The Friendly Dog Club” Is Right! 

Things are starting to look up in 2021, at 

least for us “crazy dog people”! Peninsula 

Dog Fancier’s Club is overjoyed at a recent 

surge in membership and class participa-

tion, and it is so fun and fulfilling to see all 

of these new faces, both human and dog. 

As we head into the holiday season and a 

fresh new year, we are motivated to contin-

ue to encourage an inclusive and welcom-

ing environment and to inspire all of our 

pet owning friends to get out and do 

something with their dogs. Increased mem-

bership and contributions means an even 

greater variety of sports and activities—so 

let’s keep ‘em coming! 
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Current Class Schedule 
Scentwork (Novice) 

Wednesdays 6:00pm—7:30pm / Thursdays 

10:00am—11:30am / Saturdays 9:00am—11:30am  

Scentwork (Advanced) 
Thursdays 8:30am—10:00am / Saturdays 9:00am—

11:30am 

Beginner Rally 11/19 and 12/10 6:00pm—7:00pm 

Competitive Obedience 11/19 and 12/10 7:00pm—8:00pm 

 

October’s Meeting Minutes 

Membership Committee 

• Kathy Boere resigned from the membership com
 mittee and the board. 

President's report  

• Welcome new members 
• Geri Mason has been asked to replace Kathy Boere 
• Paint your Pet will be held on November 14 at the 
 Community Center 
• FitDog is planning as special walk the Sunday after 
 Thanksgiving at Green Mountain 
• Scentwork workshop was well attended. 
• The Web page was described and goals were dis
 cussed. 
• The performance weekend was evaluated.  The or 
 ganization of the event will be organized in a differ
 ent way. 

  . 
New Business 

• Sara Hensel presented information about  Urban 
 Mushing and Dryland Sports 
• The Holiday Potluck will be December 11 at the 
 community center.  There will be a gift exchange 
 with the gifts worth up to $20.  Help will be needed. 
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Upcoming events 

FitDog Walks 

11/8 Kingston 

11/15 Bremerton 

11/22 Hansville 

 

Gold Creek Hike  

11/28 @ 9:00am 

1398 Gold Creek Road 

 

Monthly Meeting 

11/11 @ 6:00pm 

Clear Creek Center 

 

PDFC Holiday Party 

12/11 @ 5:00pm 

Clear Creek Center 



 

 

The better to smell you with, my dear! 
T h e  i n c r e d i b l e  s c i e n c e  o f  o u r  d o g s ’  s u p e r - s n i f f e r s  
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By Erinn Smidt 

It’s Scentwork season here at PDFC, 
and we’re all paying extra attention to 
our pups’ competition-level sniffers.  
We know that dogs have a sense of 
smell that towers over ours—but how 
good is it, really? 

The answer: better than you could 
possibly imagine. Like, so much better 
than ours that even the comparisons 
are too extreme to wrap our heads 
around. Researchers estimate that a 
dog’s sense of smell is between 
10,000 and 100,000 times greater than 
a human’s. Compare that to our vision, 
for example: at just 10,000 times 
greater, that means what us humans 
can see clearly at one third of a mile 
away, a dog could see clearly 3,000 
miles away. In case you were wonder-
ing, Greenland is about 3,000 miles 
away from here. I know, my brain 
hurts, too. 

Everything about your dog is designed 
to be incredible at smelling things. To 
date, we’ve identified over 900 genes 
related specifically to scent receptors 
in dogs. And behind that adorable lit-
tle face is a highly complex anatomical 
system: a fold of tissue on the inside of 
a dog’s nose diverts some of the air 
they inhale straight into their olfactory 
system, where the smell is sifted 
through a labyrinth of bony structures 
with up to 300 million scent receptors 
(compared to our measly 6 million). 
And when they exhale, the spent air is 
pushed out through the slits in the 
sides of a dog’s nose—which, in turn, 
creates an air pattern that more effec-
tively circulates air back into their 
nose, and allows them to inhale contin-
uously. 

But that’s not all: dogs have an entire 
scent-specific organ that us humans 
don’t have. The vomeronasal organ 
sits at the bottom of a dog’s olfactory 
system and detects pheromones and 
other odorless chemical signals. If 
you’ve ever seen a dog “chatter” or 
“taste” a smell, you’ve seen them using 
their vomeronasal organ: the weird 
mouth movement helps guide the 
“smell” towards the pheromone recep-
tors in the roof of their mouth. 

The implications of this incredible su-
per-sniffing system are even wilder: 
their ability to detect subtle changes in 
pheromones means that dogs can, to 
put it simply, smell emotions. Their 
scent receptors are so numerous and 
sensitive that they can detect subtle 
changes in an odor as it ages, and use 
the age of the odor combined with en-
vironmental cues to understand the 
passage of time (yes, you read that 
right: dogs can smell time). And the 
complex anatomy of their noses allows 
them to distinguish between scents 
from each nostril, meaning that they 
can smell “in stereo” to determine 
which direction the odor is coming 
from—basically, your dog can smell in  
3-D! Mind. Blown. 

So, compared to all of that, two drops 
of birch oil in a cardboard box might 
seem like chump change. But when 
you have a superhero-strength schnoz, 
it’s so much more than that: it’s the 
lens through which dogs understand 
the world around them, and a way for 
our pups to give us a peek into the un-
fathomable world of “smell” that they 
live in.  

 



 

 

Member brags 
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Jeanette Paulus Cookson: 

“BabyReese earned a 1st place and Re-
serve Winners at the Wenatchee kennel 

club in Cashmere!” 

Barbara Gihring: 

“Phantom earned his Rally Intermediate 
title!” 

Ruth Braasch: 

“Here is Gracie earning her Beginner 
novice obedience title with a first place 
finish. She also earned her interior Title 
scent work with 1st place in containers 

at Bremerton and Hurricane Ridge.”  

Jennifer Didio: 

“Beau earned his first points at the 
Wenatchee show!” 

Erinn Smidt: 

“Phaser was a good boy in his second 
ever show, and brought home a Group 
2 in a very competitive terrier group!” 

And congrats to Geri Mason and Kaia 
for finishing Kaia’s Scentwork Novice  

title at our very own PDFC Performance 
weekend! 

 

We are so proud of all of our awe-
some club members and their in-

credible dogs! 



 

 

Pdfc’s holiday party 
Saturday, December 11th at 5:00pm 

Clear Creek Community Center 
12641 Clear Creek Rd NW 

Silverdale, WA 98383  
Potluck style - Families welcome 

Gift exchange!  
Everyone is invited to participate in the gift exchange 

at the holiday party! Choose a gift valued at no more 

than $20 and be sure that  the gift is wrapped. 
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