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Peninsula paws 
P d f c  ne w s l e t t e r  •  F e b rua ry  2 0 22  
Season of love 

"Nobody can fully understand the meaning 

of love unless he's owned a dog. A dog can 

show you more honest affection with a flick 

of his tail than a man can gather through a 

lifetime of handshakes." – Gene Hill  

It is with our hearts full to bursting that 

PDFC prepares for our annual show next 

month. And what better way to showcase 

the unconditional love we have for our 

dogs than to celebrate them and our work 

with them in one big, fun, beautiful event? 

We cannot wait to see you there! 
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scentwork Class Schedule 
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Upcoming events 
FitDog Walks 

February 21 @ 10:00am - Illahee Forest Preserve 

February 28 @ 10:00am - North Kitsap Heritage Park 

March 7 @ 10:00am - Gold Creek Trail (Base Trail) 

March 14 @ 10:00am - Anderson Landing Park 

March 21 @ 10:00am - Norwegian Point City Park 

March 28 @ 10:00am - Grand Forest Trails 

 

Monthly Meeting 

February 24th @ 6:00pm - Clear Creek Community Center 

Mondays 5:30pm—7:00pm Novice / Advanced 

Wednesdays 5:30pm—7:00pm Beginner / Novice 

Thursdays 8:30am—10:00am Advanced / Excellent 

Thursdays 10:00am—11:30am Beginner / Novice 

Saturdays 9:00am—10:00am Beginner / Novice 

Saturdays 10:00am—12:00pm Novice / Advanced 

Classes are held at Clear Creek Community Center 
Please bring a long lead, water, and lots of treats! 



 

 

Peninsula dog fancier’s club  
All-breed show 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
As PDFC’s annual all-breed show             

approaches, we still have several jobs, 

tasks and positions that need to be filled. 

There are plenty of volunteer opportunities 

with no experience necessary—we will 

gladly show you the ropes! 
 

Working the show is the perfect chance to 

learn more about conformation,             

obedience and rally, meet other dog      

fanciers, and watch some incredible dog 

and handler teams.  
 

You do NOT need to be a club member in 

order to work the show—all are welcome! 

March 26—27, 2022 • kitsap county fairgrounds  

If you’re interested in volunteering, please contact 

our Volunteer Coordinator via e-mail at: 

sara.e.hensel@gmail.com 
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       do  
    our  
    dogs 

   really 
     love 
   us? 

Article by Harriet Meyers | Courtesy of the American Kennel Club | February 10, 2022 | AKC.ORG 

Humans don’t question their ability to love their dogs. We feed and exercise them, set 
our schedules based on their needs, get up with them in the middle of the night, buy 

them silly toys, and tell them our deepest secrets. For years, however, scientists and ani-
mal behaviorists have researched whether our dogs have the ability to return our love. 

Summaries of some of these research findings are included below. They may or may not 
tell you whether dogs are capable of feeling this strong emotion, but the answer for eve-

ry dog owner lies in your own personal definition of love. Is love defined as a strong 
bond, a show of affection, the desire to be with you always? 

In a study conducted at Duke University,   
scientists compared how wolf pups and dog 
pups responded to humans. They took 
young wolf pups away from their mothers 
and litters and raised them in human homes. 
The dog pups had very little human contact 
while they stayed with their mother and lit-
termates. When they observed all the pups’ 
responses to people, the dog puppies were 
much more likely to be attracted and make 
eye contact. The researchers concluded that 
“dog puppies are more attracted to humans, 
read human gestures more skillfully, and 
make more eye contact with humans than 

wolf puppies do.” 

Another study focused on the tendency of 
our dogs to stare right into our eyes, com-
municating love and devotion. Wolves will 
not look humans in the eye. Researchers 
found that during domestication, dogs de-
veloped a facial muscle that enables them to 
raise the inner eyebrow intensely. The theory 
is that this muscle developed from dogs’ 
motivation to establish eye contact with hu-
mans – something they do especially when 
they need help solving a problem or need to 
know when communication from humans is 
directed at them. 
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It’s in their genes  



 

 

Positive Brainwaves 
Since dogs are highly dependent on their re-
markable sense of smell to evaluate the world 
around them, animal cognition scientists at 
Emory University decided to measure the ca-
nine brain’s response to the smell of familiar 
and unfamiliar people and dogs. They taught 
their subjects to lie still in magnetic resonance 
imaging (MRI) machines, so they could ob-
serve the dogs’ reactions to five different 
scents. When these dogs smelled the odor of 
their owners, as compared to other odors, the 
caudate nucleus (known as the reward center 
of the brain) showed activation. “This provides 
important clues about the importance of hu-
mans in dogs’ lives,” the researchers conclud-
ed. 

Another study of canine and human brain re-
sponses, conducted at Eotvos Lorand Universi-
ty in Budapest, focused on sounds made by 
humans and dogs. The scientists observed 
that human and dog brains react similarly to 
emotion-laden sounds. For example, happy 
sounds light up the same area of the brain – 
the auditory cortex – in both. These similar re-
actions seem to indicate a strong ability to 
communicate types of emotions across spe-
cies. 

love hormone 
Oxytocin, known as the love hormone, is pre-
sent when humans and animals inter-
act. University of Tokyo scientists studied the 
role of oxytocin in a dog’s brain as an influ-
ence on social interactions with humans and 
with other dogs. They found evidence that ox-
ytocin enhances social motivation in dogs to 
approach and interact with their dog partners 
(picture Lady and the Tramp) and their human 
partners. 

Researchers in Sweden also studied oxytocin 
levels in dogs and their owners. They ob-
served that dogs and their owners responded 

in similar ways to their interactions, such as 
petting, regarding oxytocin levels. Calm, anti-
stress behaviors in the human caused a similar 
response in the dog. They concluded that “the 
owners and the dogs could mutually sense the 
other’s emotional state based on an increased 
ability to read the other’s behavioral cues . . . 
oxytocin can facilitate and stimulate friendly 
social interactions, induce anti-stress effects, 
and increase trust.” 

use the word 
Clive Wynne, a psychologist and founder of 
the Canine Science Collaboratory at Arizona 
State University, is the author of a book called 
“Dog Is Love: Why and How Your Dog Loves 
You.” 

Wynne writes about research conducted in his 
laboratory, as well as other studies that focus 
on the affectionate nature of dogs. In 
an interview in The Washington Post, when 
asked whether his dog Xephos loves him, he 
said: 

“I know that sometimes Xephos just wants din-
ner. But I’m pretty convinced that that’s not the 
whole picture. She really does feel a bond, a 
connection toward me that’s as real as any oth-
er connection that any other individual in my 
life might feel toward me. 

“I’m not saying human and dog love are identi-
cal. I’m just saying there’s enough similarity 
between how dogs form strong emotional 
bonds and how people form strong emotional 
bonds that it’s fair enough to use the love 
word.” 

 

Does my dog offer real love? Does yours? The 
answer lies in the happiness your dog brings 
you. Author Carolyn Knapp summed up my 
answer to the question in her book “Pack of 
Two”: “Before you get a dog, you can’t quite 
imagine what living with one might be like; af-
terward, you can’t imagine living any other 
way.” 
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